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WE commence our new volume in a new form, 
but with the old aims unchanged. We have not 
even any startling plans to lay before our readers. 


One additional feature, indeed, we hope will win 
their approval. We intend each month to publish 
elect list of books recommended to public libra 
! The first list, pre- 


ries, with brief critical notes. 


pared in some haste, appears in this number. 


Subsequent lists will be more critically annotated. 
We should like to make this a coéperative work. 
If any of our friends has observed any of his late 
purchases is especially liked by his readers, a postal 
card stating that fact, with any short characteriza- 
tion of the work that occurs to him, will be very 
When we 
to libraries,” an to town and city libraries. 
We books to 


professional and other special libraries, nor to a 


acceptable to us. “ recommended 


l say 


we me 
should not presume to recommend 
college library, which is usually in the main a col- 


lection of special libraries. 
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THE first annual report of the N. Y. Free Cit 
culating Library is in some sense the most impor 
that have ever received. It marks the 


tant we 


inception of a movement. The penetration of the 
free-library idea into a city of the magnitude of 
New York, is a very important step in its progress. 
It may be, to be sure, the only report ever to be 
not fear 


issued of a possible fasco; but we do 


that. We cannot believe that the people of New 
York will fail to support a charity capable of such 
incalculable good. It is true that New York has 
been singularly behind the times, and has hitherto 
shown the most complete indifference to the mat 
ter. She is not alone in that. The largest city in 
the country has for companions in “ free-libraryless- 
ness ”’ the whole South and some part of the West. 
But she is alone in the North, and she cannot 
long resist the contagious influence of her neigh- 
bors’ customs. A New Englander or a Westerner 
from any of the large cities who goes to New York 
to live, feels at once that there is something want- 
ing, and says so. The press, too, both daily, 
weekly, and monthly, is awake to the need—we 
might almost say to the disgrace ; and, although 
there are those who think the influence of the press 
waningginfluence it certainly has. We are justi- 
fied, therefore, in hoping that this report will not 
be unique, but the first of a long series, in each of 
which the resources and the work reported shall 
exceed the previous one, till the issues shall be, 
not, as now, suitable to a small country town, but 


equal to or exceeding the million a year of Boston. 


Mr. POOLE was no doubt somewhat surprised 
by the sentence in which we described him as hav- 
ing “secured a publisher,” as if he had been this 
three years trying to find one. His publisher was 
secured, or perhaps we should say, a publisher 
secured his Index, before he sailed for England 
in 1877. 
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American Library Association, | ,, Mt Smithmeyer, architect of the new Library 


of Congress, will show his plans, and give a de 
scription of them 
FOURTH GENERAL MEETING.—PROGRAMM: Discussion. 


: Statement on “ Libraries in the Tenth Census.” 
First Day. (WASHINGTON.) FEBRUARY 09. Dr. H. R. Waite, U. S. Census Bureau. 
a P Notes and Queries 
‘i in VY £0? y2 wv. 
ASSEMBLING of the Association at 10 o’clock. at Thursday Afternoon. 
the Army Medical Museum Library, 511 Tent! = i aa 
treet : 


Presiden rddress Justin W I , Librari D 














cH - : ceport of the Committe n * The Distribution 
oO arvara niversity. } 
: Pye , Public Docume S. S. Green, Librarian 
Report of the secretary, Melvil Dewev. \ : } 
\e} : Worcester Free Pu Library 
Report of the « inn f the Finance « nmit . 
: . ; | ssio 
tee, S. S. Green, Librarian Free Pt Li \ , al , 
’ Dis 10n “ TI hods of Circu 7 
. t 1 i l I reula‘ing 
Worcester, M s 1 ] ‘ 7 } hao 
. : Book 1 lar Cities, ) € Mellen 
Report of the Codper committee, C. A. ( ro 
ter, Librarian of the Boston Atl m, chi : 
man. 
Report c f the ¢ Il ttee on n In le c tf Ne t PD} 
Headings, C. A. Cutter, Librarian of the Boston F 
Athenzeum, chairmar N =§ ld time be found for them, t following 
Discussion pol re proj f liscussi in this con tior nay 
Paper or Shelf ¢ fj ( 1 Cut ( ( i } ‘ Dupl c * The Pr ation 
t I rian } B n Atl 7 } 1 rern | wl I De t YT f 
er, Librariar el ‘ Copvriet V v sent he Li ry of 
Discussion ( g the S Li ry of th Aut! wn at 
N té€ 1 10 € 
Notre I ime he r the 2 { she ness, etc 
ects will al scus ( ( g Elec of officers 
Publishers’ I I ( ) \ | wledoment 
Publications I ( Sag Li : f acknowledgment, etc 
Bureau of I 10n, A ican O ry I s \ 
, ” uf 4 i. , , 
American Index Society,” “ Library Ex ny, a Li Thursday mine. 
brary Journalism ‘ 
Reception by the President of the United States 
Weds 1 fternoor 
: ruirp Da BALTIMORE I RUARY II 
Visits to Washington libraries, museums, et e 
On Friday, February 11, the Association, by 
Wednesday Evening invitation of the President of the Johns Hopkins 
re i — University, will visit Baltimore. The first session 
ecom session, t7oci iN " " 1) 
Pp : Method “H I ll be ld in Hopkins Hall, corner of Howard 
aper on “ ods of eating br 1D , , 
— — a . ind Ross streets, at 11 o’clock, A. M. There will 
Melvil Dewey 1” , i D...1 
D e a recess, allowing time to visit the Peabody, 
iscussion ag , : 
“emcee — ’ Historical and Mercantile libraries, and afterward 
R port on progre f Pook Index Wi ! } } } 1 } 
- ’ | assembly. Further particulars will be 
F. Poole, Librarian Chicago Public Library , , " 
D Met! ; inn ce it‘a later day. Messrs. 1. W M. Lee, 
Scl . T aad ¢ 1s Of = url : . “ . 
= :, Lil ‘ Sag: ' P. R. Uhler, and W. H. Browne have consented 
, tio ) r t 1¢ ¢ 
plica ) I ee ra " n yD . 1 committ fx pt n 
H. A. Hom Librarian New York State Libr ' 17 | , } 
Paper on “ TI fal —" . en Se eee 
ue , e | eo , te) 
t a a ny you Hopkins University, on “Some feature of th 
of Education Dr. Charle \\ ren, | os 


reau of Education “so nm 6 oT 
Report on progress { the \m 1 | r\ Wart . H. Rob 


Association ( italogue Melvil Dewey 
Notes and Queries. 
< 


Discussion on “ Lil \ids,”’ opened by Justin 
Winsor, Librarian of Harvard University, and 
S »N ) WASHINGTON RI \ : : a] 

FA Dp Day. ASHI PEt \ 10 by S. S. Green, Librarian Worcester Free Publi 

Discussion on “ The Training of Library Assist 

Third session, at 9 o’cloch nts,’’ opened by eric Vinton, Librarian of 

Pape on “ The Construction of Library Bul the Colle ge of New Jersey. 
ings.”’ William F. Poole, Librarian Chicaco Pul Not and queri 
lic Library 





Discussion N — it be f id for them, the followir 
, 

. ' S scussed during tl satene of the Gan 

Ss ’ sent OF the { n ; ral at wi 1 

tatement on c I I I L henry I s,” “ The Specializing of Readi 


ing A. R. Spofford, Librarian of Conegrs r General Readers.’ 














°.. The place of meeting in Washington, it will be 
noticed, is 511 Tenth street, which will be considered the 
head-quarters of the Association d rhe 
National Hotel, Pennsylvania ave been 
engaged for the use of members I'v 
railroads fr the West will make led a 
sufficient nu r of passengers t 
and those who propose to us¢ efore 
requested to notify Mr. A. R. Spofford es 
at once e 

( FFI‘ E RS 
EXECUTIVE BOARD. 

President—Justin Winsor, Librarian of Harvard 
University. Vice-Presidents—A. R. Spofiord 
Librarian of Congress ; William F. Poole, Ch ) 


New Yorl 


Public Library; Henry A. Homes, 
State Library; Lloyd P. Smith, Library Company 
of Philadelphia; Daniel C. Gilman, President 





Johns Hopkins University; James L. Whitne 
Boston Public Library. Secretary—Melvil Dewey. 
Finance Committee—S. S. Green, Worcester Fre¢ 
Public Library; J. N. Larned, Buffalo Young 
Men’s Library; F. M. Crunden, St. Louis Public 
School Library. Codperation Committee—C. A. 
Cutter, Boston Atheneum; S. H. Scudder, 
Harvard College Library; F. Jackson, Newton, 
Mas Councilors—J. S. Billings, urgeo! 
general’s office; R. R. Bowker, Lond 
Chamberlain, Boston Public Library; 
Clarke, Cincinnati; John N. Dyer, St. I 
Mercantile Library; John Eaton, U. S. Com 
missioner of Education; John Edmands, Phila- 
delphia Mercantile Library; Weston Flint, U 
Patent Samuel F. Haven, 
Antiquarian Society; Miss C. M. 
ford Library; S. B. Noyes, Br: 
Miss Lucy Stevens, Toledo 
Addison Van Name, Yale C 
Thomas Vickers, Cincinnati; A. E. \V 
San Francisco Mercantile Library 








Office ; 








COMMITTEES 

On the Distribution of Public Documents— 
J. W. M. Lee, A. R. Spofford, S. S. Gr 
Coéperative Cataloguing—C. A. Cutter, ; 
Spofford, S. S. Green, J. N. Dyer, L. E. Jone 
On Poole’s Index—Justin Winsor, W. F. Pool 
C. A. Cutter. On Publisher 
Winsor, R. R. Bowker, Melvil 
Index to Subject Headings—C. A. Cutter, F. B. 
Perkins, W. I. Fletcher, S. B. Noyes, R. 
Bowker. 





litle-slips—Justin 


COMMITTEES ON THE I88I MEETING. 

Washington Reception Committee—A. R. Spof 
ford, J. S. Billings, T. F. Dwight, Weston Flint, 
E. S. Holden, Lester H. Ward, William McLeod. 
Baltimore Reception Committee—J. W. M. Lee, 
P. R. Uhler, W. H. Browne. Committee on 
Programme—Justin Winsor, W. F. Poole, W. E. 


Foster. 


*,* All communications relating to the programme sl 
be addressed to the Secretary of the committee, W. E. I 
Public Library, Providence, R 
to matters in Washington and Baltimore shou | 5 
respectively to R. Spofford, Library of ¢ gress, W 
ington, D. C., and to W. H. Browne, Johns Hopkins Uni 
versity, Baltimore, Md 
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DECEMBER MONTHLY MEETING 
Hetp Friday, Dec. 3, 1880, at 8 p. M., Mr. B. 


R. Wheatley in the chair. Mr. H. J. Adams was 
elected a member of the Association. 


Mr. E. C. Thomas then read a paper, written by 


him and Mr. H. B. Wheatley, on “A Proposed 
Subject-Index to Bibliologies and _ Bibliograph- 
ies.” The iters state that, while a good deal 





and for bibliography and 
done sporadically and un 
g defect in the 
Sabin, and others is 

bjects and of the refer- 
tothe fugitive bibliographies scattered through 
al and other periodicals, or appended 
utises; ietzholdt is not complete 
English bibliography, and does not 
embrace the labors of England and America dur- 
ing the fourteen years since the publication of the 
book; the forthcoming list of bibliography, “ Mu- 
seum Hand-List,”’ pared under the direction of 
Mr. Porter, though provided with a subject-index, 


only includes the substantive bibliographies in the 


has been 1 
bibliology, it ha 





rin 


an inde 











pre} 








ré yom without any reference to the scat- 
te liographies. Every one knows, for in- 


stance, “ Hamst’s Hand-book of Fictitious Names,” 
but few his special bibliographical‘ lists of Lord 
Brougham and Sir William Blackstone; Mr. Cut- 
ter is known to devote special attention to diaboli- 
al literature; a “ Bibliotheca Diabolica’’ was 
i New York in 1874, but few could 

ution to the bibliography on the 

subject in Votes and Ou , etc., etc. The pro- 
posed index is to include, as a matter of course, 

| 


hed at 











substai liographies and bibliologies, but 
vith the ad of references to all similar lists 
ontributed j as the Serapeum, 





s Bulletin, Notes 





ind Ou , Tritbner Re 7, the Bookseller, the 
fanvard Li ry Bulletin, etc., etc.; also to those 
led to monographs; also to catalogues of 
collections, exclusive, perhaps, of non- 

le catal The writers are still 








ed whether to include foreign bibliography 








ndeci 

d ta selection. The arrangement should 
ye an alphabet subjects, and the order under 
each subject chronological, to show the progress 








and the latest work at a glance; the best books 
perhaps printed in a bolder type. Whether to 


include science and technical matter in the same 
index with general literature, or to separate them, 
is left an open Mr. Bailey, at Edin 
yurgh, had proposed a separate scientific index, 
which he might consent to edit as a companion to 
the one now proposed; he had stated that by far 
the most important lists of books are those gen- 
erally printed after a special monograph in some 
of the Transactions, and the student 
could often be directed at once to a list that con 
tains only books on the subject of his search. 
rhe index should be a joint publication of the 
Index Society and the Library Association, and 
the members hope to receive not only their appro 
val of this scheme, but al assistance in the con- 


sO 
I 





( question. 
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struction of this index. After a discussion upon 
the subject of the paper, in which the chairman 
and Messrs. Tedder, Nicholson, Wheatley, Frost, 
Welch, and Overall participated, a vote of thanks 
to the writers of the paper was carried unani 
mously. 


JANUARY MONTHLY MEETING 


Held Friday, Jan. 7, 1881, at 8 p. M., Mr. W. H. 
Overall in the chair. 

Mr. S. Sanders was elected a member of the 
Association. The following gentlemen were pro- 
posed for election. By Mr. C. E. Scarse, 
Local Secretary for Birmingham:—Mr. J. H. 
Chamberlain, Dr. Schwarz, Mr. J. Weir-Crosier, 
Mr. C. J. B. Duchemin, Dr. R. J. Drury, Mr. T. 
E. Pemberton, Mr. J. Suffield, Mr. J. P. Porter, 
Dr. J. Hickinbotham, Mr. F. Talbot, and Mr. C. 
Linnell. By Mr. T. W. Shore, Local Secretary 
for Southampton: —Mr. H. M. Gilbert. 

rhe following gentlemen, engaged in library ad 
ministration, were reported by Mr. Scarse as hav- 
ing joined the Association: —Alderman R. Cham- 
berlain, Mayor of Birmingham; Mr. J. T. Bunce, 

sirmingham ; Mr. W. Bragge, Birmingham; Dr. 

J. A. Langford, Birmingham; Mr. E. W. Badger, 
sirmingham; Dr. B. Foster, Birmingham; Mr. 
H. S. Pearson, Birmingham; Mr. C. J. Wood- 
ward, Midland Institute, Birmingham; Mr. J. C. 
Woodhill, Birmingham; Rev. F. Wagstaff, Libra- 
rian, Wednesbury; Mr. G. Wakeling, Sub-Libra- 
rian, Birmingham Free Libraries; Mr. W. H. 
Smith, Librarian, Free Library, Constitution Hill, 
Birmingham; Mr. G. Harris, Librarian, Free 
Library, Deritend, Birmingham ; Mr. F.S. Herne, 
Birmingham Library,and Mr. T. G. Johnson, Li 
brarian, Medical Institute, Birmingham. 

Mr. W. R. Douthwaite, Librarian of Gray’s 
Inn, then read a paper entitled “ Notes on the 
Gray’s Inn Library.” After a discussion upon the 
subject of the paper, in which the Chairman and 
Messrs. Tedder, Conybeare, Brace, Frost, and 
Phomas took part, a unanimous vote of thanks was 
given to Mr. Douthwaite. 


Communications. 


THE LIBRARY COMPANY OF PHILADELPHIA 


JANUARY 22, 1881. 

To THE Epiror: You ask me what we are 
doing here. The late Bishop Odenheimer is cred- 
ited with saying that he had “ no religion to speak 
of”; and so I might answer that there is nothing 
special to say about the Library Company of Phil 
adelphia. It is simply pursuing the even tenor 
of its way. When Queen Elizabeth asked the 
Lord Chancellor what had passed in Parliament, 
the reply was: “Two weeks, your Majesty!’ 
In the case of this library it is a hundred and fifty 
years, which will be fully accomplished on the Ist 
of July next. Its centennial took place in 1831, 
but no public notice was taken of the event, and the 
“ sesqui-centennial ”’ will be equally unmarked, one 
of the conditions on which Dr. Rush left the 
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library a million of dollars for a fire-proof building 
being that no “lectures, public orations, or oral 
addresses or exhibitions of any kind are to be 
delivered, given, or to take place on the said lot 
of ground, or in the said building. . . . It is 
from the quiet, unostentatious, and disinterested 
character of its directors and of their management, 
that I have drawn the motives which have induced 
me to choose the Philadelphia Library Company 
as the heir to my estate.”’ In this case fatientia 
oni operis seems to have met its reward, even in 
this life; and there is reason to think that Phila- 
delphia will, in the future, have a library somewhat 
more in accordance with its greatness as a city 
than it has had in the past. There are three 
things needed by a public library. The first is 
Money. The second is Money. And the third is 
More Money, and Plenty of it. The Library Com- 
pany has always had to struggle with inadequate 
resources, illustrating the truth that “slow rises 
worth by poverty Now, thanks 
mainly to the late Joseph Fisher, its circulating 
department is in a fire-proof building ; and thanks 
to Dr. Rush, the reference department is in another, 
while the income available for the purchase of 
books will in future be considerably increased. 

In addition to the Ridgway Branch, the Library 
Company has recently acquired the private library 
of the late Dr. James Rush, containing about 5000 
volumes, rich in illustrated books relating to an 
tiquities and the fine arts. It includes also a few 
rare Americana—among others, Franklin’s “ Refle 
tions on Courtship and Marriage” (Phil., 1746; 
the only other copy which I know of was in the 
Brinley sale), and “ The Constitutions of the sev 
eral Independent States of America,” published by 
order of Congress, in 1781, for the use of its mem 
bers. This copy was that of Dr. James Rush’s 
father, Benjamin Rush, a signer of the Declaration 
of Independence. Dr. Rush’s library is now all 
catalogued, and is kept, in accordance with his 
will, in the Memorial-room at the Ridgway 
Branch. About a thousand volumes were pur 
chased in 1878, at the sale of the late Henry D. 
Gilpin’s library, out of the funds of the latter in 
stitution, including 474 volumes of pamphlets, 
containing about 5,500 titles. The whole are now 
catalogued, and turn out to be of great value, giving 
the very form and purpose of the time in which 
Mr. Gilpin, some time Attorney-General of the 
United States, flourished, say 1824 to 1854. 

Che Library Company has also recently re 
ceived a bequest of the private library of Paymaster 
King, U. S. N. (about 1000 v.), including that of 
Judge Edward King, of this State; also, a legacy 
of $1000, from the late Persifor Frazer, E sq. 

Its January Bulletin will give most of the read- 
ers of the LIBRARY JOURNAL an idea of the char- 
acter of the recent additions to the Phila. Lib. 


Lioyp P. SmituH, Liérarian. 


oppressed.” 


A 

[HE STATE OF NEW JERSEY offers the sum of 
twenty dollars to every ‘one of her free public 
schools, with which to start a library, provided the 
district raises as much more. Ten dollars is added 
yearly, upon the same conditions. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF FICTION. 


BY A. P. MASSEY, CASE CLEVE- 


LAND, O. 


LIBRARY, 


’ arranging works of fiction, there seems to 
be no possible classification sufficiently 
minute except by authors. The simplest ar- 
rangement of authors is alphabetical. The 
problem is, therefore, how to shelve fiction so 
that authors will come in alphabetical order 
and still admit of indefinite interpolation. 
The system which I am about to describe has 
been in use two years, and appears to solve 
the above problem completely and simply. 
Our library is numbered on the Dewey sys- 
tem, except fiction, poetry, drama, miscel- 
lany, and biography. The first four of these 
are classified by authors, while biography is 


classified by the person described. This 
brings all the biographies of one person 


together. In this system each name has a 
given number, which remains the same for 
all these departments. The departments are 
lettered—for fiction F., poetry P., drama D., 
miscellany M., biography B. Walter Scott’s 
number is 749; his works are marked as 
follows: Fiction F. 749-1, F. 749-2, etc. ; 
poetry P. 749-1, P. 749-2, etc. ; miscellaneous 
works M. 749-1, M. 749-2, etc.; while biog- 
raphies of Walter Scott are marked B. 749-1, 
B. 749-2, etc. 

In order to give numbers to authors, so 
that they may keep in alphabetical and nu- 
merical order, I have used an index carried to 
the second letter of the author’s name. This 
divides the names into about 200 sections. 
We have over 5000 volumes in these depart- 
ments, with 1500 names, and but five of the 
sections have over thirty names. By index- 
ing a portion of these divisions to the third 
letter, 10,000 names, as they average in the 
biographical dictionaries, may be entered 
and not exceed thirty in more than three or 
four divisions. At the end of this article will 
be found a list dividing .999 in proportion to 
the names as found in the biographical dic- 
tionaries. This division of .g99 would give a 
separate number for 600 to 700 names with- 
out overflowing any sections. By adding a 
fourth figure, when needed, it would place 
6000 to 7000, and with a fifth figure 60,000 
to 70,000 names—twice as many as are in the 
biographical dictionaries. We might com- 
mence with five figures at first, but the fifth 
figure would not be needed in most libraries. 
Another reason for using three figures as a 
base is that, with a stock of Van Everen 
numbers up to 999, names to the number of 
9.999, together with the book number, can be 





given with two labels. Thus, J. A. Matthews’s 


F | F | 
number is .541; her books are | 54! 54! 
marked : = 


J. H. Matthews’s number is .541,4 ; her books 








F} | F 
are marked 541] | 541 
4o1| | 402) 


The decimal point is omitted in marking. 
Anonymous works are arranged in alphabeti- 
cal order by numbering those beginning with 
A. 940-1, 940-2, etc.; for B. 941-1, 941-2, 
etc.; for W. 962-1, 962-2, etc. Volumes 
containing works by various authors or col- 
lections of biographies are arranged alpha- 
betically, commencing with 970 for A., 971 
for B., etc. 

If thought necessary, volumes under each 
author may be arranged alphabetically ; but 
very few need it. I find, in over 5000 vol- 
umes, only seventy authors who have ten or 
over. 

To recapitulate: The first essential is an 
index to the second letter. ‘* Burr’s Library 
Index ” is just thething. Mark each division 
with the numbers assigned to that division, 
then enter names in their proper place, and 
they are numbered /ovever, and will fall into 
ranks in alphabetical order in the shelf-cata- 
logue, and on the shelves. The shelf-cata- 
logue becomes an authors’ catalogue for 
fiction, poetry, drama, and miscellany, and 
an alphabetical catalogue of biography. 
These catalogues, which are not the least 
valuable part of the system, should be kept 
on the standard shelf-catalogue sheets, so that 
new ones may be inserted when necessary. 


DIVISION OF 999 IN PROPORTION TO NAMES IN BIOGRAPHICAL 
DicTIONARIES. EACH NUMBER CAN BE INCREASED 
TEN FOLD BY ADDING ONE FIGURE, OR ONE 


HUNDRED FOLD BY ADDING TWO FIGURES 


Aa 1 Ale . 16-17 
Ab 2-4 All 18-21 
Ac 5 Alm 22-23 
Adams 6-8 Am 24-25 
Ad 9 An 26-28 
Ag 10 Ang 29-30 
Ah 11 Ap 31 
Ai 12 Ar 32-35 
Ak 13 As 36 
Ala 14-15 At , 37 
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library « 








It we nd woul a 
lating 
head 
t Wa 
table t t i 
Both tter’s tables are printed; 
in ble could possibly be pre- 
pared Mr. Edwards’s table 
iffer Mr. Massey’s resembles 
Mr. S« Id never be combined with 
it, beca it provides no means of distinguishing folios, 
t t union le r 





system 
ks—a proce¢ 





BOOK-THIEVES. 


sentence of the notorious book-thief, whose 
arrest by Mr. Green in Worcester was described 
in the LIBRARY JOURNAL for February, 188 
about to expire, he was taken from the County 
House serving out a 
sentence of one year, and carried into Middlesex 


, } 


THE 


, being 


in Worcester, where he was 


county to answer to the charge of stealing bool 
from the public library in Natick. 
Ve quote from a letter of Rev. Daniel Wight, 


the librarian in Natick, to Mr. Green, the follow 


to show the result: 


ing passage, t 
‘I had the pleasure (?) of seeing William H. 
Brow! Sheridan, etc., in our lk up yester 


day mornit ind reviewed his cas omewhat 
He savs I rue name is William H. Brown, born 
in 1854, in Connecticut; his parents not living, 
himself not married. His father was Irish, mothe 
Englis] He has been intemperate, drinking and 
smoking, and took to stealing books two years 


y robbed about twenty librari« S, beside 
] 


1 
worked 


ince, havin 
greenh yuses, etc. ; 


He i is 


in a greenhouse, 
itholic, as hi 
yw penitent professedly. But our 
the libraries will be quit safe if 
in prison a while longer; so he was 


coachman, et $ parents 
trust- 


he 


were; 1S! 
think 


continue 


ees as 


taken yesterday to South Framingham, befor« 
Judge Esty, and received a fresh sentence for ov 
year. Some three or four other libraries stood 





ready to take him in cha 
he may | 


> if we did not. I he pe 
ve fully cured of his malady when he shal] 


have completed the full course.” 
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[The extracts made in this department are much condensed, 


and connecting words are often altered or inserted in order to 


piece the sentences together. ] 
4. Library economy, history, and reports. 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY LIBRARY. 3d report (1880) 
of Justin Winsor, Librarian. #. ., n.d. 


Also, fi 


I3 p- O. 


rms pp. 103-115 of the “ Annual reports 


of the President and Treasurer.’’ Added, 7247 
v.; total, 253,123 v., 199,050 pm. Of these 
187,300 v. are in Gore Hall; the rest are in the 
libraries of the schools, etc. Issued for home 
use, 41,986; hall use, 7812; over-night use, 


10,506. 
Mr. Winsor 
l 


bled to do more tl 


says: “ The bulletin has been ena- 


1 otherwise have been 


coul 





done, by the generosity of Mr. W: B. Weeden 
and another acknowledged friend of 
learning stands ready to help endow this work of 





“T have thought that the Bulletin 
serve the University, as an organ in 
ide of its progr and in 
nts of discoveries in science 
ications in literature can be 


the library.” 
might also 
which record can be n 
which first a 
or intended pu 
noted.” 


ess, 


Mr. Arnold reports 17,587 v. re-arranged during 
the year. he whole number of books now 


! sified is 52,960, and the number of cards re- 
marked from 2 to 250,000, from which it 
follows that Mr. Abbot’s catalog requires nearly 
five cards to the 


reclas 


0,000 


volume. 


“The arrangement of German Jiterature is as 
follow 
“1. History of Literature and Collections: 


General histories of literature. Literary history 
by countries, History and criticism 
of special classes of literature. d@. Literary history 
General and special collections and 
Periodicals of German literary his- 
m. 


towns, et 


by period 
anthologie 


tory and critici 











‘2. Literature of the Earliest Period: Col- 
lections. . Separate authors. 

“3. From 1150 to 1350: a@. Collections. 
Prose. - Didactic poetry. Minnesinger 
Epic poetry. 

“4. From 1350 to 152 Prose. Drama. 

Poetry. 

“5. From 1525 to 1625 

6. From 1625 to 172 

“7. From 1725 to 1770 Didactic prose. 0. 
Fiction. . Satire /. Poetry. Klopstock, 
Wieland, Lessing. 

“8. From 1770 to 1830: Herdér, Goethe, 
Schiller. Poetry. Fiction. Prose mis 
cellany. 

“g. From 1830: a. Prose miscellany. 4. Fiction. 

Poetry. 

“ The department of Zvg/ish literature is not yet 


it already 





completely arranged, but the part « 
handled is classified as follows: 
and Collections : 


Literature 1 
History and 


of literature. 4. 


History of 
histories 


“yy. 
General 
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criticism of special classes,—poetry, drama, fiction, 
humor, journalism, etc. ¢. Literary history by pe- 
riods. d@. Collections and anthologies,—general, 
poetry, drama, prose, humor. ¢. Works in 
dialect. 

“2. Periodicals of English literary history and 
criticism, and society and club publications. 

Anglo-Saxon period : a. Collections. 6. Sep- 
arate authors. 

‘4. From the Conquest to Chaucer. 

“5. From Chaucer to Elizabeth: a. Poetry. 4. 
Scottish poetry. c. Prose. 

“6. From Elizabeth to the Restoration: a. 
Shakespeare. (1.) Biography. (2.) Baconian 
Theory, etc. (3.) Memorial publications. (4.) 
Bibliography. (5.) General critical works in chro- 
nological order. (6.) Special phases of his genius 
and learning. (7.) Critical and explanatory notes. 
(8.) Ireland and Collier controversies. (9.) Gram- 
mars, concordances, etc. (10.) Sources of the 

plays. (11.) Miscellaneous Shakespeariana. (12.) 
‘ollected plays. (13.) Selections from the plays. 
(14.) Separate plays, with illustrative works. (15.) 
Poems. (16.) Translations. 4. Early and Eliza- 
bethan drama. c. Poetry. dd. Prose. 

“7. From the Restoration to the death of Pope 
and Swift: @. Poetry. 4. Drama. c. Prose. 

“8. From the death of Pope and Swift to the 
French Revolution: a. Prosemiscellany. 4. Fic- 
tion. ¢. Poetry. ¢@. Drama. 

he controlling purpose has been to make the 
new classification coincide, as for as possible, with 
the special needs of each department of the college 
instruction, in order to bring within easy reach and 
in the most convenient order for consultation, with 
direct reference to actual research, all those books 
which the instructors and special students in the 
several departments will wish to use in their own 
fields. The decisive question, therefore, in deter- 
mining where any work shall be placed is not so 
much, Where does this appear in the subject cata- 
logue? as primarily, What department of college 
instruction has the most frequent need of this 
work, and therefore the best claim to it? and 
secondarily, In immediate connection with what 
other works is it likely to be used? The answer 
to the first question determines to what general 
class it shall be assigned; the answer to the 
second, the definite shelf on which it shall be 
placed, and its precise position on that shelf. 

“ Thus the arrangement of the literature of each 
country is primarily by periods, and secondarily by 
classes, rather than by classes alone, as formerly, 
for the reason that the first is the ordinary method 
of study. So also the biographies of political men, 
collections of speeches, etc., are placed with the 
history of their period, because they are likely to 
be most frequently used in connection with his- 
torical study. But even if it should appear that 
the speeches are more used by the department of 
oratory than by that of history, the historical de 
partment would still be regarded as having the 
best claim to them in the classification, for the rea- 
son that their importance for research would still 
lie in the field of history rather than of oratory. 

“ Thus the Library is practically breaking up into 
a number of special working sinciion, adi as com- 





plete in itself as the claims of the others will 
allow. In the case of works which are definitely 
needed in more than one department, the lack of 
these in the incomplete departments will be made 
good as far as possible by the use of references in 
the shelf-guides, and of dummies on the appropriate 
shelves indicating the exact position of the missing 
works. 

“ In the details of the system the prevailing order 
is the chronological. This is applied minutely not 
only to the periods of history and literature, but 
also to general works on any subject, to various 
editions of an author’s works, to different biogra- 
phies of the same person, and, in general, whenever 
it can be of real service. The alphabetical order is 
used as subordinate to the easbeaienl chiefly 
in the case of biographies, collected works of dif- 
ferent authors, and the separate works of a single 
author, and independently in the local histories 
of each country or state. 

“ The —— here presented involve no small 
amount of labor, and may be attended with pecul- 
iar liability to errors of judgment ; but the approval 
of those specially concerned in the departments 
already handled seems to indicate that the result 
justifies the labor, and the occasional errors (which 
would be possible enough in any system) can be 
corrected one by one as they are pointed out. 

“ The continuance of so elaborate an arrangement 
has been made possible for years to come, on the 
one side by leaving a large amount of unoccu 
pied space on the shelves, with corresponding 
breaks in the numbering, and on the other by speci 
fying the character of each shelf at the head of the 
corresponding page of the shelf-lists, and by the 
preparation of shelf-guides.” 

The practice of posting of notes on the literature 
of subjects for themes and forensics, similar to Mr. 
Foster’s at Providence, has been found useful, and 
is praised in extracts from notes written by three 
of the professors. 

Mr. Scudder says: ** The subject-catalogue was 
planned to aid students in their special researches, 


and it is admirably adapted to this end to one who 
is entirely familiar with the principles upon which 
it is constructed. This familiarity, however, can 


only be gained by use; and in the oe extent 
and condition of the catalogue, the beginner is de 
terred from attempting to gain that familiarity by 
its complicated system of involved alphabets. 
To render its use simpler, the six hundred 

more general subjects under which the cards 
are ranged will receive distinctive numbers, fol- 
lowing the main alphabet in consecutive order. 
The subdivisions of each subject will again receive 
subordinate numbers, separated by a decimal point 
from the subject-number. The figures required in 
the subordinate number will vary with the subdi 
vision of the subject from one to three, or occasion- 
ally four; so that in most cases six or seven, and 
in some cases eight figures, will be required in 
complete reference. These numbers will be placed 
upon the cards, the guide-boards, and the outside 
of the drawers, and they will be used in the cross 


* [We hope to print one of these guides in a future no.— 


Ep. | 






























































































references in a printed index in one alphabet of 
ubiects n 





u ubdivision of subjects 

ences will thus be simpler, and more readily car- 
ried in the mind in going from one part of the 
i atalogue to the other. 

* As a further. assistance, the four grand divis- 
ions into which each subject is theoretically divided 
will be marked by distinct colors upon the guide 
boards, and all lettering upon these guide-boards 
will be placed in one of four columns, which will 
indicate respectively the ‘branch,’ the ‘ section,’ 
number \ explana 


tion of thi: point will be attached to each drawer 


the ‘ group,’ and the brief 
, 


HivcugeBARD, |. M In /nternational rev., Feb 
After stating the evils of the present method of 
purchasing and circulating books, Mr. Hubbard 
puts the question : 

* What is the remedy? Shall the —_ libra 
prohibited from buying anc circulating 

? Iwill answer frankly that 


lusion to which I have come after 
} 


ries be 


novels and stories 


this is the con 
servation of those persons who 
Boston Public Library in such great 
I do not believe that it is the proper 
business for the city to furnish amusing literature 
f This is the province 


vears of close o 
frequent the 


numbers 


to the people tree ot € xpense. 


ot the private circulating librari Were the 
chief part, or even a very considerable number of 
those who throng the lower hall and branche 
ufternoon and evening, poor persons, who must 


either have their re ading free or 
a different aspect but in 


ould | . 
ppear to be pring ipally persons in appar 


co without if, the 


assume 


question 


fact thev 
ently comfortable circumstances or the children of 
well-to-do parents. This being the case, I see no 


more reason for giving these children and adults 





novels to read, than for distributing to them 
d candy at the public expense. 
He adds that his opinion is doubtless shared 
‘all thoughtful parents and teachers, to whom 
he character of the reading put into their children’s 


hands is matter of great and constant anxiety. 


Chey would gladly see the principle established that 





fapublic library, so far as children and 





the province 
youth are considered, is to do educational work, 
1d that the free distribution of novels and 
; not educational work, even in the remotest sense 
of the Should this extreme principle not 
be thought wise, “ the very least which can be de 
manded of the public libraries is that the managers 
hould exercise a strict supervision over their pu 
chases of fiction,’’ and his suggestion is that not a 
novel nor a story book should be bought nor 
illowed to go into circulation “until it has received 


tories 


term 


the approval of one or more persons, specially ap- 
pointed for this , who shall have read them 
nd pronounced them fit to be put into the hands 
of any child. Misbehavior on the part of such an 
official could hardly go long undetected.” The 
effect of this plan, he 


g 
* The libraries would receive only carefully selec 


purpose 


says, would be threefold. 
’ } 
ica 


*ks; the public would be restricted to the read 


ing of wholesome novels; authors and publishers 
more cautious as to what they writ 


would be made 
and publish.’ 
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TUBBARD, J. M. The Public Library again. (In 


ty /Terald, Dec. 12. 





‘No city could have been chosen, where the 
xperiment of establishing a library for the edu 
cation of ‘the young machinist, engineer, architect, 
chemist, engraver, painter, instrument-maker, mu 
sician, or student of any branch of science or litera 
ture’ (rep. by E. Everett), could have been 
tried with better prospects of success than in 
For no city was better provided with 
to our history, civil, ecclesias 
tical, and genealogical, to arts and sciences, nat- 
ural history, law, medicine, and theology, to say 
nothing of the great genet al libraries at the Athe- 
nzum and Harvard University. These were for 
the public library for thepeople. There 
was no intention, however, of making it a mere col- 
lection of popular books. But the Bates Hall soon 
contained a carefully chosen library of permanent 
value, the gift chiefly of Bates, Everett, Ticknor, 
and later of Theodore Parker and the Bowditches, 
while, before 10 years had gone, the income of 
$05,000 was in the hands of the trustees, to be 
spent in adding to this collection. These books and 
funds, it was supposed, would amply supply the 
wants of the advanced student and leave the ‘ rea 
sonable provision’ by the city to be applied simply 
‘to aid and encourage the acquisition of the know] 
e required to complete a preparation for active 
life or to perform its duties.’ (Rep. by Everett.) 

‘The question is, How shall the city money be 
the making of 


a 


Boston. 


libraries devoted 


scholars ; 


eC 





spent in the purchase of books, 
catalogues, and in the general administration, so as 
most surely to secure this end? The books which 
our people need are the best practical works in the 
English language on the various trades, manufact 
ures, arts, and , and in English literature. 
To select these will be the duty ofa competent per- 
son, who will regularly examine the trades” and 
literary journals and publishers’ lists for this pur 
| means the trusteescan buy the best 
und only the best of such books. If there are only 
two first-rate works on the steam-engine published 
this vear, those two in sufficient numbers will be 
rht, and those only. So with the other trades 
and employments. 2 certain number of 
books helpful to these classes of readers, published 
vearly, which would cost a certain definite amount, 
say $5000, easy after a few years to be estimated 
and appr ypriated. The city appropriation last year 
for books and periodicals was $16,000, for the last 
five years $71,040. The trustees have spent, in 
addition to this and their trust funds, over $27,coo 
more, or a total of $133,626. Now, if this money 
was needed for the true end of the library, there is 
word to be said. But I contend that, not 
only has this end not been met, but that the 
true work of the library is not the duplicating the 
special libraries nor the buying books in a hap- 
hazard way. For instance, the Athenzeum copy of 
the rarely used ‘Acta Sanctorum,’ in 60 odd volumes 
the last seven alone cost $113), was all that was 
needed in the city. The trustees have bought 
another. Recently they paid a large sum for a set 
of the ‘ Gentleman’s Magazine,’ for a branch, when 
there were already two other sets in the library. 
The objections to this method would be that the 


science 


Se By this 





bou 


The re are 


not a 











growth of the library would be —— This 
would be for the present no disadvantage, for Prof. 
Jewett’s fea: that it is often unfortunately true that 
the ambition to accumulate overrides the desire to 
arrange and make useful (Rep. 1858) has been 
realized. In time, if the true aim was steadily pur- 
sued, I believe that trust funds would again flow 
in, for, as the trustees said when unsuccessfully 
asking for an increase of these funds: ‘ In propor- 
tion as a great charity is useful, it is the more 
likely to receive increase.’ (Rep. 1869.) Then the 
supply of stories would be wholly cut off. There 
are good reasons for giving this kind of read- 
ing at the public expense to all. But the harm done 
in circulating a vast mass of stories, good and bad, 
is somuch greater than the good, that I do not hesi- 
tate to take this stand. The use of the library would 
fall off two-thirds, but the legitimate use would 
instantly increase, and the city would save ove 
$25,000 yearly—a sum now spe ntin providing poor 








amusement for multitudes who would be better off 


without it. In a word, the very modesty of the aim 
is against it. The one consistent desire to be gath- 
ered from the late reports of the trustees has been 
to make the library ‘ the largest in the country.’ ” 


HUvuBBARD, J. M. How the interests of its patrons 
may be best served. (In Sunday herald, Dec. 19. 


“ The official catalogue, with some changes and 
additions, would serve as printer’s copy, leaving 
the public catalogue undisturbed. Every six pages 
could be put into a cover and sold for two cents a 
copy. If the covers contained advertisements, I 
believe that the receipts from these two sources 
might equal the cost of the mere printing. The 
additional expense to the library would be simply 
the time occupied in reading proof. By judicious 
abbreviations and-the culeslen of the contents of 
works already printed in other catalogues, I think 
that the whole Bates Hall collection could be con- 
tained in a volume not so large as Webster’s Dic- 
tionary. The printing of the catalogue of the 
lower hall collection, with the exceptioh of the 
novels and stories, should also begin without 
further delay. This could be sold in separate 
sheets, as the other, and could, doubtless, be com 
pleted within a year. An index to the subjects in 
the card cat ee showing under what head each 
can be found, should be printed in order to lessen 
the great difficulty experienced in consulting it. 
The cost of cataloguing could be diminished by the 
omission of all unessential bibliographical details, 
and especially by a system of codperative catalog 
uing. There is no reason why 100 libraries should 
all do the same work on every new book, by Prof. 
Longfellow, for instance, when one could do it as 
well for all the others. This library could cata 
logue the books published in the East, the Chicago 


. library those in the West, the Library of Congress 


the remainder of those published in the United 
States, and each supply the titles printed on cards 
to the libraries flere for them, at the mere cost of 
material and postage. 

“Instead of the elaborate an {costly bibliographies 
and notes on purely scholarly subjects, the prepa- 
ration of which should immediately cease, there 
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should be printed short lists of the very dy t prac- 
tical I nglish works on the various tra arts, and 
manufactures in which our citizens are : ened. 
To these primer catalogues, as they might fitly 
termed, should be added similar lists of the best 
histories for popular use, biographies, descriptive 
works of this and other countrie s, elementary 
scientific treatises, and sin ip! e courses of reading 
in literature. These short lists, with brief explana- 
They 











ortant ends 





tory notes, would serve two in 





would enable the library to get the very best works 
in these classes, if it does not have them, and they 


would make its use to ‘the young machinist or 
student easy, pleasant, and inviting.’ More than 
this, they would, next to the books themselves, aid 
most effectually in the education of our working 
classes. These primercatalogues, moreover, would 
benefit not only our peoy le, but would help Eng- 
lish workmen all over the world, and would 
equally sought for by every library. 

“Ts this library, thus selected and catalogued in 
the interests of the people, and doing this noble 
work, a wild dream ? 

he city appropriates annually far more money 

than is needed, if properly applied, to buy every 
essential book. The primer catalogues would not 
cost a tenth of the an paid for the comparatively 
useless special catalogues and lists printed during 
late years. The m mey, the materials, the men, 
are all ready. The one thing wanted is that they 
to whom the library is intrusted should have the 
will to do this work.”’ 








HUBBARD, J. M. Suggestions about its manage 


ment. (In Sunday herald, Dec. 26.) 


“ The true form of government for a large library, 
officered by six or eight educated men, can be 





sketched as follows: Full administrative powers 
will be placed in the hands of the librarian, who 
will be held strictly responsible for . ir exercise 
to the trustees, who will have a general oversight. 
The principal officers will constitute ~ his council, 


regularly organized and meeting at stated times 
Before this body will be laid all library business, 
save that which would naturally be reserved for 


the trustees, as the financial matters and the 





choice of employés. \ report of the discussions 
and decisions of this council on the subjects 
brought to their attention will be presented 
to the trustees for their guidance in thei 
final action upon these subjects. The advantages 
of this system are in brief these The library 
business will pass in detail before a body of « xperts 
—the men who are most interested in its success, 
und who are, presumably, devoting their whol 
time and strength to the work. By giving them a 
voice in shaping the library policy, their interest 
will be quickened, their powers developed, and 
they will be trained for the highest po ns in this 
or other libraries. The various departments will 
be brought into constant contact, and the library 
will work harmoniously for a single end. The 
wants and difficulties of the public, as expressed in 
their complaints, will be d usse 1, and remedies 
found. Above all, there w be a time and place 





where plans for the more efficient and economical 















































































management of the library can be presented and 
examined by those most competent to pass judg- 
ment upon them. 

‘I need hardly remind you that this system is not 
in force at our library, but that the very worst pos- 
sible form of government has been deliberately 
chosen—the government by committees of the 
trustees. The natural result of such a system, 
now of years’ standing, is that the library has 
practically become a place where a few persons 
gratify their private tastes at the public expense. 
This is true, notwiths tanding a show of doing a 
great popular work, which, on examination, proves 
to be chiefly the circulating of novels and stories 
among school-children. This policy, if continued, 
will carry the library still further in this same direc- 
tion. The books in the lower hall and branches 
will supply the popular demands. The Bates Hall 
collection will become a reference library, to be 
used only in the building. In other words, the 
doors of the Bates Hall will be shut to the studious 
mechanic, the clerk, the day-laborer, and opened 
only to a few scholars and a score or two of idlers. 
For a library ‘which shall be perfectly free to 
all, with no other restrictions than may be neces- 
sary for the preservation of the books,’ Joshua 
Bates gave $100,000 and Jonathan Phillips $30,000. 
In another letter of the form er, I find that his great 
purpose in aiding to found the library was to ‘ save 
those who, left to themselves, [ woul dj waste their 
time in railroad literature, chiefly American novels. 
rhese publications are doing immense mischief.’ 
What further need haye I to waste words in pro- 
testing against a ney | which tends, not simply to 
undo the work which he had so much at heart, but 
actually to do the mischief which he so greatly 
dreaded ? ”’ 


THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS. (In X. ¥. Zimes, 
Dec. 16.) 1 col. 


“, . . A central reading-room is proposed to be 
built immediately, supplied with alcoves having at- 
tached an outer Circle for books in stacks, with two 
wing buildings for miscellaneous copyrighted mat- 
ter, and for offices. A quadrangular building, con- 
structed in sections, like children’s block-houses, 


would be put up as fast as needed. The cost of 


the whole, built of iron or brick, with a front 
of marble or brick, is estimated at a little less 
than $5,000,000. The area to be occupied is 
nearly equal to that covered by Memorial Hall 
and its annex at the Centennial, and the pro- 
posed cost is about two and a half times as great, 
also exceeding the aggregate cost of the Main 
Building, Machinery Hall, Memorial Hall, and 
Agricultural Hall. 

“The problem as presented is to provide house- 
room for a copy of every book now published and to 
be published in the United States. The great 
bulk of the Congressional Library is already not 
only a serious obstacle to its intelligent use, but a 
departure from the only rational scheme of a refer- 
ence library. It is only a truism to say that the 
value of a library of information must ever and 
everywhere depend, not upon the number of its 
possessions, but upon their fitness and their prac- 
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tical accessibility. So important is the last named 
that experienced searchers for information would 
probably rather have placed at their disposal ade- 
quate indexes without the books than the books 
without the indexes. . 

“Something must be done for or with this library 
elephant, presented tothe people by the people. 
What is needed is only a well-selected library of 
reasonable size, well indexed and arranged, such as 
need not exceed at present 50,000 to 150,000 vol- 
umes at most, and its annual growth need not be 
large. Document tary literature is itself too cum- 
brous, and this fault has been particularly notice- 
able in our statistical publications. A miscella- 
neous reading library, such as results from the re- 
ceipt of everything published, is not of use to a 
parliamentary body. Where the present scheme 
of accumulating miscellaneous issues would end 
may be left to imagination, but it is stated that the 
central part of the contemplated building would 
contain 1,250,000 volumes, and the entire building, 
exclusive of shelf-room on walls and corridors, 
10,185,000. There are only three libraries in the 
world reported as now exceeding 1,000,000 vol- 
umes ; and as for the entire capacity above sug- 
gested, it is equal to what has been (of course, 
vaguely) estimated as the aggregate printed litera- 
ture of the world up to the present time. 

“It would obviously be far cheaper even to burn 
every page of printed matter which could be re- 

laced, and then to acquire, by purchase, a suitable 
fibrar y for reference, than to continue the present 

plan of receiving the destructive present of books 
so the copyright law. The thing to be done is 
to winnow out of the mass a suitable collection, 
repeating the process at intervals, and to dispose 
of the miscellaneous mass by sale or gift. Distrib- 
uted over the country in the form of popular libra- 
ries, it would be accessible, acceptable, and capa- 
ble of serving useful ends. Provision for dispos- 
ing of duplicate books and documents, ‘or any 
other matter in the library not deemed proper to 
it,’ was made more than thirty years ago (sec. 86 
R. S.), and this winnowing process is the remedy 
which, it is evident, must be applied sooner or 
later. The increase in the number of published 
books will be continuous ; the increase in library 
buildings must stop somewhere. A policy which 
cannot go on to the end and is obviously unwise 
should not be commenced at all.” 


N. Y. FREE CIRCULATING LIBRARY. Ist an. re- 
port. N. Y.,#. d. 30+ [1] p. O. 


Total, Nov. 1, 3674 v., an increase of 1837 since 
March 1—271 of them purchased, and 1566 gifts. 
The natural consequence of so large a proportion 
being gifts is that “fully one-third are of such a 
character as to be rarely, if ever, called for. Stand- 
ard works of fiction, popular and reliable books of 
travel and history, and, above all, the better class of 
books for boys ve girls, are especially needed.” 
Issues, 22, 558 v. (.71 Fiction and Juveniles; .18 
Hist., Biog., and Travels). The losses have been 
2 vols., a result that has not been attained without 
trouble and careful watching of overdue books. .. . 
It has been found that the posting of bulletins or 
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short lists of books on special subjects of the day 
proves helpful to readers, and promotes a spirit of 
intelligent inquiry. “Of persons using the library, 
seven-tenths are males and three-tenths females, 
four-fifths of whom are between the ages of 12 and 
21 years. Recently the proportion of adults using 
the library has increased, and they seem to be 
among the most permanent attendants.” 

Received $4012.61; spent $2481.83. “ Either 
we must have immediate promise for the future, or 
we must abandon this enterprise, and publish to 
the world that New York is not yet prepared to 
give her people the advantages enjoyed by nearly 
every village and town in Massachusetts.” 

* The furniture purchased has in every case been 
of the plainest kind, but strong and serviceable. 
This economical policy has been adhered to, both 
because it seemed proper in an undertaking of this 
nature, and also because the Society is carrying out 
a trust in the expenditure of money contributed by 
others. The demand for books has so largely in 
creased, in the few months of the library’s exist 
ence, that the rooms have already proved far too 
small for the work of the corporation in its single 
branch of lending books. This committee accord- 
ingly recommend that the reading-room should be 
closed for the present, and that all the premises 
be used for the purposes of a circulating library 


O. [OLMSTED ?], F. L Che library question in 


Congres (In Nation, Dec. 30, p. 460, 1.) 


“. .. The conclusion to 
reached by the present Congress, at its last session, 
that a distinct National Library building is a neces 
sity ; that it must be so planned and placed as to 
stand well clear of all other buildings, must be in 
some degree protected by distance from 
noises, and must admit of enlargement by the ad 


seems have been 


street 


dition of successive sections as the accumulation of 
material increases 
“ At the close of the session a joint commiuttce 


was appointed, with directions to consider and re¢ 
port upon the questions of site and of plan. Three 
plans have been prepared by architects selected by 
the committee and studying the problem under its 
instructions, and it is ma twed that one of these 
will be recommended for adoption by Congress 
soon after the holiday Che question 
of has been narrowed to a choice between 
two positions, one being the nearest private 
property to the Capitol on the east, with a face 
toward the present grounds on the carriage front 
of the Capitol, the other a public square, owned by 
the Government, lying about midway between the 
Capitol and that part of the city where at present 
most members of Congress and visitors have their 
lodgings. Each has advantages sufficient to secure 
trong partisanship, but neither such certain, per- 
manent superiority on the whole over the other 
that a difference of opinion as to which is the bet- 
ter should be allowed to prevent a conclusion from 
being reached this winter. Failing this result, the 
matter will go over to a new House, with a large 
proportion of members fresh to the subject. This 
will be an indefinite postponement of it, and an in- 
definite postponement at this stage is equivalent to 
an order abolishing the Library of Congress for 


recess. 


site 
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most practical purposes, and substituting for it at 
an early day a sumptuous warehouse for the stor- 
age in bulk of a great, idle, heterogeneous mass 
of printed paper.” 


PUBLIC-SCHOOL LIBRARIES. (In Zducational 


weekly, Jan. 13.) 1 col. 


“ The last report of the United States Commis- 
sioner of Education designates 22 libraries of over 
300 volumes each, additional to those reported the 
preceding year. Five of these are in Pennsylva 
nia, four in New York, three in Illinois, two each 
in Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and one each 
in Alabama, Mississippi, New Jersey, Ohio, South 
Carolina, and Wisconsin. These together con 
tained (in 1878) 24,621 volumes; an increase of 
4795 over the previous year. Added to the book 
in the 3771 libraries enumerated in preceding re- 
ports, these additional figures swell the number of 
volumes contained in the public libraries of this 
country to 12,482,671 v., not including the increase, 
which must have been very considerable, of the 
non-reporting libraries, amounting to nearly sixty 
per cent. more. The additions during the year to 
the 1606 libraries reporting was 462,619 volumes. 
rhe expenditures for new books, periodicals, and 
bindings of 852 libraries reporting amounted to 
$589,731. The permanent funds of 1747 of these 
institutions amounted to $6,776,497, producing a 
yearly income of $1,404,326. If it were possible 
to get full returns from all the nearly 4000 libra 
ries, the above figures would be very considerably 
Even as they stand, they reflect honor 
upon the country. ‘These volumes contain several 
billions of pages of reading matter. Only 823 of 
the libraries reported the books circulated in the 
course of last year, but from these alone 9,308,403 
volumes went into actual use. If all the 3793 
libraries were as well used as these 823, it follows 
that more than 40,000,000 of books, containing cer- 
tainly not less than 10,000,000,000 of pages, were 
circulated among the youth and adults of the United 
States, through the agency of our public libraries, 
in a single year. It were easier to compute the 
effects of the Gulf Stream upon the climate of the 
world than to determine the intellectual, economi- 
cal, and moral influence of such an educating 
current as this. Let us have still more of these 
institutions, these coileges of the people. 
cially let us have more public-school libraries, and 
in all libraries a larger proportion of books of use- 
ful knowledge. Let us make more efforts to de- 
velop fondness for substantial reading by lecture 
courses and lyceums, by prizes for the best reviews 
of useful books from members of the industrial 
and other classes; and by whatever other means 
can be taken to excite and intensify the popular 
love of good books. We shall then have hee 
saloons, fewer gambling houses, fewer young 
men ruined by evil associations, and, on all sides, a 
loftier public sentiment, lifting the nation contin 
ually upward. We are persuaded that there is no 
one class of men and women that can do so much 
in this cause as the more than 270,000 public- 
school teachers of the United States, encouraged 
by the more than 700,000 school officers, whose 
duty it is to support and codperate with them.” 
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: On ‘Silas Marner’ (pub. 1861), in the 
ficference Lists. re Sept., 1861, by C. 


Revue des deux monde 
Clarigny. 


} ) : ” 
EDITED BY W. E. FOSTER. On “ Romola” (pub. 1863), i in the West- 








“GEORGE ELIOT.” [1820-80.] minster review, Vv. 80 (1863), and the 
{Almost every leading journal having recently given Revue des deux mondes, Dec., 1863, by P 
sketches of her life and works, reference is here made only to E. D. Forgues 
3 cles hed ous to h ~ a oa mee. 
prominent articles published revic to her death. } On “ Felix Holt (pub. 1866), inthe Zdin- 
a.) Of successive generat estimates may Se men- | burgh review, Oct., 1866 (Am. ed., v 
COME ; 124, p. 222-30), and in the North Amer- 
Bla 00d’s magazine, April, 18S, v. 8S, p - on 
Blackw a ee ee 5> I ican review, Oct., 1866, v. 103, p. 557- 
490-504, where the writer ol x Adam | 63, by Arthur G. Sedgwick. 
Bede” is reviewed as “ Mr. Eliot. On “ Middlemarch ” (pub. 1872), an admi- 
v — review, OCt., —_ : rably critical article by Friedrich Spielha- 
By John + ig in J peedien » Au Ig.» | gen, in Die Gegenwart, nos. 10, II, and 
1506 (Prin -d also in his ie ritical mis- | 12, 1874. Also, in the Catholic world, 
cellanies,” Ist series, p. 241-54. ] ; a Sept., 1873, and by T. S. Perry, in the 
By Henry James, jr., on “ The novels of North American review, April, 1873, v. 
George Eliot,” Atlantic monthly, Oct., | 116, p. 432-40. There were also two 
_ 1800, v. 15, p. 479-92. : suggestive reviews in the Nation, Jan. 
By R. H. Hutton, in his “ Essays, theolog- | 23 and Jan. 30, 1873 (v. 16, p. 60-62, 
ical and literary,” v. 2, 1871 70-77). 
rt : ; ‘ / da. , . 
y Justin McCarthy, in his “ Modern lead | On Daniel Deronda” (pub. 1876), see the 
ers, 1572. . Westminster review’s article, Oct., 1876, 
By Professor Edward Dowden, in the Con- | (v. 144), also the Mation’s two articles, 
lemporary review, Vv. 20 (1872), and v. 31 Oct. 12 and Oct. 19, 1876 (v. 23, p. 
(1577). : 230-31, 245-46); also, R. R. Bowker’s 
By Prof W. C. Wilkinso “The | Sticke in th 
ay Frotessor ros ee ae <a article in the /nternational review, 1876 
literary and ethical quality of ee | (v. 4, p. 68); also, articles by Sidney C ‘ol 
Eliot’s novels,” Scribner's, 1874, v. 8, p- | vin in the Fortnightly review, Nov., 1876 ; 
685, etc. [Printed also in his er E. P. Whipple, in the North yr Ae th 
‘ . 7 he fe , f , . | -2 
A free lance in the field of life and let- | review, Jan., 18 77,,V- 124, P. 31-52; and 
ters.’’] ‘ ’ Henry James, jr.,in the Adantic, Dec., 
, See, also, Mr. G. P. Lathrop’s paper on | 1876 (v. 38, p. 684-94). Mr. L., Sikes, 
“ The growth of the nove i Atlan in Appletons’ journal, Sept., 1877 (v. 18, 
» June, 1874, v. 33, p. 688-89. p- 274-77), discusses the machen Aad of 
Also, Bayard Taylor's “ Diversions of the | the name, “Gwendoline”; and there is 


Echo Club,” p. 125-26 (first printed in | also a careful study of the novel by Wil- 
the Atlantic, June, 1872, v. 29, p. 714), helm Scherer, in the Deutsche rund- 
where the characteristics of her poetry schau, Feb. 7, 1877. 
are touched on by a company of satirists. a le 
The Quarterly review, Jan., 1874, has an a 
article on “ George Eliot and Comtism.”’ | P: ’ ~ 
Mr. G. B. Smith, in London Society, April, seubonpms and anonpms. 
May, and July, 1875 (v. 27 and 28), dis- | 
cusses certain local traits under the title EDITED BY JAS. L. WHITNEY. 
| 











“George Eliot in Derbyshire.’ PSEUDONYMS 


(b.) On her poetry, see two articles > 
a5 pti, ir., Tag Saggy 4 a yy is. Pare Abraham.—* The acts of the elders, commonly 
jew, Oct., 1868 (v. 107, p. 620, etc. ), and | called the book of Abraham ” (Book 1845). Abra- 
Oct., 1874 (v. 119, p. 484-89). | ham Norwood. 
See, also, the article by W. B. Rands, in the D. C. Addison.—* The street-singer ; a poem ” 
Contemporary review, v. 8 (1868). (Chicago, H. A. Sumner & Co., 1880). Charles 
Discriminating reviews of “ The Spanish Addison Daniell. 
gypsy ” and “ owe legend of Jubal” are Diana Butler.—* The heirs of Blackridge Manor ; 
found in the Nation, v. 7, p. 12-14, and a tale” (London, Chapman and Hall, 1856). Mrs. 
n v. y p. 124-25. . ; Acton, Tindale Academy. 
(c.) Her latest work, “ Theophrastus Such,” a 
collection of miscellaneous papers, is re- 
viewed in 7%e Nation, June 19, 1879 (v. 
25, p. 422-23). 





=) 
vw 


£. Foxton.—*The chapel and other poems ”’ ; 
“ Christoet ecclesiae’’ (N.Y., Putnam, —— Miss 
Sarah H. Palfrey, daughter of John G. Palfrey. 


McA rone.—Grahame Allen.—George Garru 


(d.) Of her novels, there are noteworthy crit P . ; ‘ 
iques, as follows: On “Adam Bede” | /eus.—George Arnold’s poems, edited by W: 
(pub. 1859), in the MWestminster review, Winter (Boston, ‘ — 1880), with a biographi- 
v. 71 (1859) cal sketch appended, have been weenie published. 
On “The mill on the Floss ” (pub. 1860), The author was a well-known New York journal- 
in Blackwood’s, May, 1860, v. 87, p. 611- ist. As a writer of comic verse and humorous 


23 sketches he had many pen-names—McArone, Gra- 
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Garrulous 











hame Allen, ve 

Vor to.—* The village school \ poem By 
Moralisto, Poet Lariat, of Carthage ” (Cincinnati, 
R. Clarke & Co., 2. @ j. M. Dill. 

Crayon.—The pseudonym of Bernard Isaac 
Durward, who, being an artist a ell as poet, 
udopted this m plume, quite unconscious of 
any previon ropriation of the name, if such 

ere the fa 

Durward ran contributing to the press 
" he time Gen. Strother’s “ Virginia Illus 
tr first appeared in //arfer's, and published 
i ctive edition of his poems in 1872, under the 
itl Wild Flowe f Wis : 
C. ARNOLD 

f Poem and tho ughts suggested 
ip tl leat f Daniel Webster.’ M W. 
ad 
we lu 

Rev. George Trask, author of 

The Diary of Solomon Spittle.’ 

Surf —Mr. Alexander Anderson, with 
whose verse 1 y of our readers are familiar, has 
been inted an assistant librarian in Edinburgh 
University. —A tenaum. 

N. 7.—Joseph Octa e De lepierre, the author of 
“ Supercheries littéraires London, 1872), and of 
other bibliog raphics al works, died last year. A 
memorial of him and a list of his publications has 


recently been privately printed. 
signed N. T., which are the initi 
law, Mr. Nicholas Triibner. 
Witzleben. The German 
against the French in the 
armies, author of historical 
which are upon the times of 


War 


[he dedication is 
ls of his son-in 
—Carl August Friedrich von 
novelist, served 
Prussian and Russian 
novels, several of 
Thirty Years’ 


who 
the 


i {- ; tire on the world in 
tl, with Boston as its axis (Boston, 1879). 
nry Willard Austin 
Z London, 
illiam Dyce, 


of 
1877). 


ent School 


Hall, 


the Ge 
Chapman 
\. 
/ ’ London : 
~ Fe m 


emene, 


wvErnm 
and 
R 
1878). The author of 
essengers,”” “ Mercer’s gar- 
Emily Marion Harris. 


it 





pon thé Wihtle pai pulati 
former resident of slave States (Amer. 
Soc., no date Mrs. L. J. Barker. 
Louis, G. I. & 


Roger. 


aye nN siavery 


nt. 





e littl rler (St. Jones 
1880). George Mon 


roe 


Work among the lost (London, Hatchards, 


1878). Ellice Hi pkir 1S. 

The you 
ed With intro 
(Phila., Porter & 
in 1836, and writ 


friend. By a lady. New 

By Mrs. H. O. Ward 
Coates, 1880). First published 
ten by Eliza Farrar, wife of Prof. 


, ’ 
ady’s 











John Farrar,of Harvard College. From the 
punctuation of the title, and from the name on the 
cover, it would be inferred that it was written by 
Mrs. H. O. Ward, this name being the pseudonym 


of Clara Jessup Moore.—JZ. P. L. Bulletin. 


etc. —Pudlishers 
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Librarp Purehase- List. 


A SELECTION OF NEW BOOKS, 


COMMENDATION OR <¢ 


WITH NOTES 
AUTION 


OF 


Books mentioned without notes 
purchased for the general reader 


E. Holland 
nam. UO. $2. 

De Amicis Taine of travellers—the 
eloquence, and perilous extravagance 
—Lit. w 
BEACONSFIELD, B. DIsRAELI, of. Endymion. 

Appleton. O. pap. .75, D. cl. $1.50. 

rhe ordinary novel-reader must read it, of course, but he or 
she cannot be really pleased with it. The student of human 
nature can find to study in it only the Earl of Beaconsfield, K 
G.—G Curtis in Harper 
BENJAMIN, S W. Troy; its legend, history, 

and ae daa Scribner. S. $1. 

From the pr: acticed hand that gave us “‘ The Turk and the 
Greek,” and “‘ The choice of Paris: a romance of the 
road.’ In the second part are a synopsis of the con- 
troversy in regard to Troy and the origin of the Homeric 
poems, and a sketch of the investigations of Dr. Schliemann 
and other archzologists.—CAvristian Register. 


can, as 


2 rule, be safely 


AMICIS, DE. Put- 
cl. 
the 
and imagery, 
rid 


and its people. 


same dash, 
of phrase 


is 


f 


1? 


BIRD, ISABELLA. Unbeaten tracks in Japan. 
Putnam. 2v.0O. cl. $ 
A work of extraordinary insnvast The “ regular round ” 


Japan was beginning to be a little overdone, but the “ gee. 

tected” Miss Bird was as original and as bold in Japan as 

in the Rocky Mts. The account of the Ainos, so-called 

“hairy men,” is noteworthy 

BoIsGOBEY, F. DE. The lost casket. 
nam. S. cl. $1. pap. .60. 


Sensational 


rr. Put- 


BoyeseN, H. H. Ilka on the hill-top, and other 
stories. Scribner. S. cl. $1. 

3UCKLEY, ARABELLA B. Life and her children. 
Appleton. D. cl. $1.50. 


Miss Buckley’s popularizations of natural science are very 
attractive to general readers, and are approved in the main by 
the scientific re viewers. ‘‘ We cannot fancy a more interesting 
book to put into the hands of a boy of an inquiring turn of 
mind, during a sea-side sojourn." —A cademy 
CoppEE, H: History of the conquest of Spain 

by the Arab-Moors. Little, Brown & Co. 2v. 

D. d. $5. 

here is not, aside from this work, a connected narrative of 
the whole movement It is succinct, and clearly, almost 
coldly, told, with scarcely any rhetorical embellishment, al- 
though the romantic elements are sufficiently well recognized 

"he closing chapters upon the intellectual development 
of the Arab- Moors are interesting and valuable—a fitting con- 
clusion to a work which deserves a place upon the library-shelf 
between Irving’s “‘ Mahomet” and Prescott’s ‘‘ Ferdinand 
and Isabella.” — (Boston ) Traveller. 
D’ALBERTIS, L. M. New Guinea. 
v. O. cl. $10. 

Its = value lies in its contributions to natural history 
The colored plates of birds are works of art. As a whole, 
scarcely entertaining. —CAicago tribune. 


Houghton. 


> 


DEWITT, Mme M. Guizot in private life. 
1787-1874. Estes & Lauriat. O. cl. $2.75. 


Touches very briefly upon Guizot’s political and literary 
career, already traced by his own pen Although a shee 
of this kind is in its nature as far removed from a true biogra- 
phy as the stiff and conventional picture (by Renan), the 
result in the present instance has been exceptionally ha Py 
Madame de Witt’s fervid and tender tribute to her father’s 
memory, while it is only a contribution toward the yet unexe- 
cuted delineation of the complete man as he was, gives us 
nevertheless an insight into a singularly fine and amiable 
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ry ay and admits us to a most charming family group.— 
NV. 


é. ) Tribune 


sel JOHN. No name ser ) Roberts. S. cl. $1. 
Has the merits and the defects which characterize Miss 
Ingelow’s novels. —Boston advertiser. 


DUFFY, Sir C: G. Ireland. 
©. ed. 

This tale is, aa" less, not only both graceful and touch- 
ing, but full of instruction regarding the existi situation in 
Ireland, and is told in a style of remarkable simplicity and 
clearness. —.Vadion 
FLAUBERT,G. Madame Bovary. Tr. Peterson. 

S. cl. $1. pap. .75. 

A famous forerunner of Zola’s realistic school, written 23 
years ago ” Not good family reading, though a mas 
terpiece of its kind.”"—NV. Y. Herald. 
FRANCILLON, R. Under Slieve-ban 

hour series.) Holt. S. cl. $1. 
GEORGE, H: Progress 

O. pap. +75: 


Young Appleton. 














Leisure 


and poverty. 


Appleton. 





This demand for the book [a fourth edition] is a proof of 
its success, but "the attention it has received from the critics 
shows it to belong where we have already ranked it, among 





American thought to econcmi 
science. Goldwin Smith calls it the newest sensation in that 
region. Laveleye confesses himself interested and instruct 
and a German translation has been published in Berlin. The 
new edition has a preface containing a synopsis of the work 
—Literary world. 


the few contributions of 





HALE, E. E. Stories of the sea. Roberts. S 
cl. 

HAMMOND, W. A. Certain forms of nervous de- 
rangement. Putnam. D. cl. $1.75. 


An altered and enlarged edition of his spiritualism 
forms of mental derangement. Treats of hysteria, 
girls, stigmatization, supernatural cures, etc 


HARDY, T: The trumpet-major. 
series.) Holt. S. cl. $ 


Hardy consoles some perhaps too favorable critics for the 
disappearance of G: Eliot from literature 
Harris, J.C. Uncle Remus; the folk-lore of the 

old plantation. Appleton. D. cl. $1.50. 

Mr. Harris's book appeals to three distinct and separat: 
classes of readers. For children the semi-mythical, semi 
realistic stories of Brer Rabbit, Brer Fox, Brer Wolf, Brer 
Tarrypin, Brer Tukky Buzzard, and the rest, the 
romantic fascination that pertains to all genuine folk-lore l 


nature-myths. Grown-up reader% are charmed by the humor 
} 





fasting 


hour 


(Leisure 


posses 


and 








ous flavor, and by the h mely good sense, the shrewd obser 
vation, and the gleams of poetic imagination which ar 
revealed by the songs and the sayings as well as by the 
stories. And already ethnologists have begun to perceive 
that as contributions to myth literature the plantation-legends 
are likely to prove of no slight value, and to suggest que 
tions of profound significance in regard to race-ongins an 
relationship *Uncle Remus” is the actual, living 
typical plantation negro, * ys¢ personality gave a flavor and 
picturesqueness of its own o plantati n life in the South.— 
cle 
HE HEART and its functions. (Health primer 
8.) Appleton. sq. T. cl. .40. 
HoLpen, E: H. Sir W: Herschel. Scribne 
D. cl. $1.5¢ 
Excellent monograph Professor Holden has not been 
able to obtain any of the material with reference to Herschel’s 
private he which is known to be in the possession of his 
family, but he has prepared from printed data a sufficiently 
m4 ketch, and has added a careful study of the scien 
tific labors of the great astronomer, with an extended bibli 
graphy.—( Boston) Traveller 
JACKSON, J/rs. HELEN. A Century of dishonor. 
Harper. D $1.50. 
4 review of the sad and tedious history of the U. S 


nent dealings with some Indian tribes, as presented in offici 








rentic 
and Pres 
bes ar testimony to 


witnesses. 
Seelye, of 
the ms 


reports, and in the writing 
Endorsed by Bishop Wt 
Amherst Coll. Both of 














tude of the evils presented, ut the way throt 
which alone redress may be obt l 
Washington Square. Harper 
pi.25. 
Jennincs, G. H. Anecdotal history of the Brit- 


Parliament. 


0d 
7 


ish 
Contains a g 
tive system.—(Z 


ppleton. O. cl. $2 50. 
f tion about our representa 
As ple 





sant a CC »mpan 





ur of the 





ion for the leisure he e€ st s and thoughtful man as 

anything in book shape since n.—(London) Telegraph 

KINGLAKE, A. W. Invasion of the Crimea. Vol. 
4. Harper. D. cl. $2. 


MACDONALD, G: 
cl. $1.50. 


Mary Marston. Appleton. D. 





Myers, F. W. H. Wordsworth. Harper. D. 
cl. .9§. 
Arnold, Leslie Stephen, Caird, Symonds, and Aubrey de 
Vere have all struck a distinctive note in their treatment of a 


a different fashion; and 


lin 





poet who appeals to each of —_ 
now Mr. Myers gives us a picture of the man and an estimate 
of his work which is certainly not inferior t anything that 
has preceded it Possibly the best chapter in a 

every chez f which is excellent is that on “ Natural 
Religion f 


PALMER, E. H. 


book 





Haroun al Raschid and Saracen 


civilization. (New Plutarch ser.) Putnam. S. 
cl. $1. 
Mr. Palmer has caught the Arabic spirit, as Lane and only 








Lane did simply, without ostentation, he has presented a 
great store of the ana and anecdote which tinge all Arabic liter- 
ature His fine delineation of Haroun al Raschid’s char 
acter is really a valuable addition to the treasures of biography 
—Saturday revise 


ROBERTSON, AXev. F: W. The human 
other sermons [5th ser.]. Harper. D. cl. 


RUSKIN, J: Arrows of the letters put 
or igo hiefly in the daily Sr 1840- $0: 
d. by an ¢ \xford pupil. Wile O. 
expectations raised by this onion piece work 
1. There are a great many hot-headed adjectives, 
a flavor in stis di tinctly comic; 
but ao ) opinion have at least the merit 
of being pers onal and peculiar: they have the right Ruskin 
ring. For the rest, tl is not a letter in the book of which it 
> said that it is not inte h 








uv 








race and 
$1.50. 


chace ; 


$2.50. 








aday them tl 





sions of 


rere 





no —A thenen 


SAINTSBURY, (Ut 










Harper. T. ps 
The readers of Mr. Sa 1 } 
literature in the oth ed. of th Encyc. Brit.”” will be glad to 
have their attention drawn to this shorter an 1ore general 
1e, which sl be u very French student 
is it 
SARGENT, J neces of the Radi 
cal Club 
The Radical ribed as “the den 
of the unintelligit bout the unknowable 
but there is nothing very unintelligible” in the “ talk’ 
reported in this vol., and, though it may surprise the reader 


to hear it said, the theological disc the most enter 





taining It is a brilliant, sti ok —a bundl 
yf fragments, to be sure; a series ¢ a little confused 
and confusing: but a book that deserved to be written and pu 
lishe and well deserves to be re —Literary world 
SCHLIEMANN, H: Ilios, the city and country of 

the Trojans. N. \ » aarp O. cl. $12 

Sound and satisfactory in the highest degre deals 

with the varied —_ ts of subj f permanent interest 
with a skill and comprehensiveness that entitle it to a perma 
nent place in the library of all who are interested in the poeti 

1, historical, and physical associations and characteristics of 
he Troad.—A theneum 
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Perhaps the worst-arranged book that ever came 
under our notice Imirable as a discoverer, a digger, a 
diviner of ancient sites, Dr. S. is an astonishingly bad writer 
—Saturday review 





SCOTCH sermons. Appleton. D. ¢ 
Affords abundant evidence that the rationalistic has 
taken deep root in one, at least—the largest and most cultured 








tch churches Indeed, considering its so 


ness of its utterances is absolutely startling 


irce, 
marks a 





| 


new era in the church history of Scotland.—Nation 

SCUDDER, H. E. Stories and romances. Houg! 
ton. D l. $1.26 

SENSIER, A. J: Fr. Millet. | d. O. cl. $3. 





of the kind has 
portance Millet was 
one of the strong painters 
theme of heated 
many years, 
his work. — 





Since Gilchrist’s “‘ Life of 
been given to the world of equal in 
one of the deep thinkers as well a 
of our cen His pictures have been 
liscussion which is likely to 
and to deal hereafter with his words 
Scribner's mag. 

THEURIET, A. All alone. 
ton. dS pap. .25 
TREVELYAN,G: O. | 

Harper. D. cl. $2 50; also 











continue tor 


as well as 


(Handy vol.) Apple- 


history of C: J]. Fox 


Franklin Sq. lit 





Q. 

< 

We knowi m better than 
it has t know him, with a lively 
imagination of the times during which his earl 





ue was 





i confident that his e drawn | 
en to which we are 


later life is yet to t 





passed, anc 
the skillful 
Literary wo 
TROLLOPE, A. 


thankful for this much.— 


Life of Cicero. Harper. 2 v. D. 

In Froude we have the scholar, with a nervous, strong, 
glowing diction ; in Forsyth, the lawyer, full of technicalities, 
meandering along like a chancery suit; in Trollope, the gos 
sip who hears all he can, a It is very exasper- 
ating to the nice ear, but readabl the many. —Criti 


Wa.tace, A. R. Island 


retails al 


life ; _ nomena and 
f 








auses of insular faunas and floras; incl. the 
logical climates. N. Y., Harper 
e pu a elaborate treatise, in two 
Ge distribution of animals 
f } en lern | view rhe pre it book is, in 
8 certain sense, suppl to that, as it starts from a 
mary of its results, and then takes up the larger factors of 
biological influence and causation Vv. 1 Trrbune 
Mr. W written nothing re clear, more ma 
r r more convincing than this volume.— Fort. 7 
Th which will mand s areful st y is that 
which « s with the New Zealan a and its relation t 
that of Australia.—Ariz#. quart. » 


7 
WOLTMANN, A. and 
ancient, early Cl 


History of 


al painting. 


Woerm inn, K. 


ristian, and 








1. Dodd. Q. cl. $7.50. 
’ i 
If completed with the ability of the first vol., it will, in large 
nception, comprehensive details, itical excellence, t 
he best authority on the hist f ting that we 
¢ best authority on the history of painting that we pos 
Brit. quart. r 


General Potes. 


Witton, N. H.—The Public 
was half burned in December, 1874, has now 
entirely destroyed, by a fire which consumed the 
usiness part of the tow morning of Jan. 
20. No insurance. 


BuFFALO.-—-Mr. J. N. Larned, Sup’t of 
Young Men’s Library, read before the Teachers’ 
Assoc Dec. 14, an able paper on “ The pub- 
lic se on their management and 
methods” in the Buffalo Courier, 
Dec. 19. 


RomME.—A bill has passed the Italian Parlia- 
ment for the formation of a library in Rome 
exclusively dedicated to the collection of books, 
newspapers, and documents relating to the eman- 
cipation of Italy. Materials for a history of the 
wars of independence and the rise of Italian 
liberty have hitherto remained ttered in local 
libraries throughout the Kingdom. 


Library, which 


been 





on the 


the 


a criticis 






- it was pub 





GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS.—The first vol 
ume of the long looked-for “ Dictionnaire de 
l’ancienne langue frangaise”’ has been lately pub- 
lished in Paris. The whole work cost, it is 
estimated, £14,000, of which sum the Minister of 


Public Instruction subscribes £6,000, receiving 








will 


in return 200 copies for distribution among the 
public libraries and colleges of France. This 
generous conduct contrasts forcibly with the 

yurse pursued in England Though our Gov 
ernment spends large sums upon the learned 


London, one only (the Royal Hor- 
ticultural Society) sends copies of its produ 
tions out to provincial free libraries. In France, 


and =the United States, too, copies ol all the 


societies of 
| 
I 











CrOV rations € sent ft 

icle t try gratis 
la publications are 

vhol ) lly t the public cl irge, a d in 

ide valuable v of reference on matters of 

tional impor ‘ hich are highly necessary in 
such institutions, the wor] e only to be obtained 
y purchase. It 1s evident that a reform is needed 
f such a condition of a nd that, in this mat 
ter at least, we can with advantage take a leaf out 
of the book of our American cousins and ow 
neighbors across the channel.—Z Ea 

[ And yet we Am ns are discontented be > 
the Governinent distributes i locuments in h 
2 hap-hazard way, as is shown by the number of 
incomplete sets to be found in every library. We 
hope the ning Conferen t the t of govern 
ment may be able t gest some better ystem 
for tl listributi f s¢ Important works, and 
that its ggestion e listened to.) 

COR Cil . Vol e, N 9-10, 288, “© Th 
I iding of Boston \. Ist entry 

C. Deane, ¢ 1s Dea Ed 

» yo, C., d., §th entry, 1 ya 
fluence Same number, p. 278, th st ser 
ence of “The New Library” should not be in 


atment 





